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PUBLISHER'S PREFACE 


About the Book 

"The Battle of Karbala t« 
(October9 or 10, 680 CE) i 
side were supporters and 
Husayn ibn All; on the o 
from the forces of Yazid I, 


:ook place on Muharram 10, 61 AH 
in Karbala, in present day Iraq. On one 
relatives of Muhammad's grandson 
itjher side was a military detachment 
tjhe Umayyad caliph. 


Husayn ibn Ali's group 
Muhammad's close relati\t 
which some were either 
some members of his groi] 
women and children from 
the armed forces of Yazid 
contained at least 40,000 


dese 


The battle field was a 
branches of the Euphrat^ 
military defeat of Husayn 
of his men, and the captivii 


consisted of notable members of 
es, around 72 men and women, of 
^fery old or very young. Husayn and 
p were accompanied by some of the 
their families. On the opposite side, 
I were led by Umar ibn Sa'ad and 
len. 


rti 


rt region located beside one of the 
s River. The battle resulted in the 
Ibn Ali's group, the death of almost all 
:y of all women and children. 


The Battle of Karbala is on^ of the most significant battles in the 
history of Muslims. 

This battle also had significant effects on formation of subse¬ 
quent revolts against the Umayyad dynasty. 


The battle of Husayn ibn a| 
10-day period held every 
day, Ashura." 


i is commemorated during an annual 
Muharram, culminating on its tenth 
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The Battle of Karbala 




TRANSLATOR'S WORD 


T his 
badi 
used 
day of Moljt 
here is 
omission 
In this 
some long 
are all om) 
made me 
at times), 
is translate! 


w\ 
of 
boo 


is my humble translation for the epical story of the 
e of Karbala. This is the most common story that is 
to be read every year in the day of Ashurah (10th 
arram, the first month in islamic calendar). This story 
ritten directly from the available casettes with 
the usual poems that were said in the iraqi dialect, 
k, only poems in standard Arabic were kept, and 
ones or those who were added by the narrator itself 
tted. I tried my best on keeping the rhyme (which 
Change some words positioning and/or replace words 
put lot of them lack the rhyme and only the meaning 
d. 


buk 


this 


This story, 
read it, 
the year 6 
year in 
grandson 
infant who 
they blocki 
Mohammc 
swords anip 
the story, 
simple pictj 
this battle 
resources 
the enemi^ 
not ment 
books that! 


|can be really cruel to the hearing and to the eyes that 
this is indeed what happened back at that time in 
A.H. (almost 680 A.D.). That is why shiites cry every 
month severely. The cruelty of the enemies of the 
^f the prophet Mohammed did not even spare his 
was carried by him on his chest, needless to say how 
ed the water from the Household of the prophet 
d and killed the grandson of the prophet by thirst, 
everything their hands could bear. In this version of 
the true cruelty even is not mentioned and only a 
uring is gives. There are many other related stories to 
and this is natural because there were many 
or this battle, either from the survivors or even from 
s themselves. Thus, there are some events that are 
i^ned here, but could be mentioned in some other 
discuss this event. 
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In this translation, I will use the word "Allah" instead of "God" 
like I did in my previous translations. I believe this step makes it 
more closer to the Arabic culture. Here comes the guide for 
spelling and pronunciation: 

.= Simple glottal stop. 

.= Hard glottal stop. Foreginers usually say it like the One 

above, but it is a common sound in Semitic languages. 

"a" = Long "A" vowel, like in "Father." 

"th‘' = Usually like "TH" in "thin." 

"d" = Like "TH" in "this." 

"h" = Hard fricative sound, closer to "H" but with more voibed 
friction. Foreginers usually say it simply as "H" 

"dh" = Hard plosive sound, usually not found in any language 
even Semitic ones. Can be close to "D." 

"zh" = Be careful here, this is NOT like "S" in "pleasure" but t is 
to represent an absent sound mostly in all languages which is a 
lighter version of the above. The representation here reflects 
the fact that turkish people used to spell this letter like he|avy 

II 


*'kh*' = The usual sound in german "bach" orthe Scottish "loclp 
"gh" = Mostly like the french R. 

"q" = A hard "K" sound, like the way it is said in filippji 
language. 

"s" = A hard "S" sound almost like "S" in "Sun" or almost like 
german "15." 

"t" = A hard "T" sound, maybe closer to the Japanese wa^ 
saying "T" or the Spanish one. 

"A" = This is a separator between letters to make sure they 
not mixed into one of the combinations mentioned above. 
"PUH" = Peace Upon Him/Her. Said to holy people usually. 
"PUT" = Peace Upon Them. 


ors 


no 

Ithe 

of 

are 
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"MADH" = May Allah Damn Him/Her. Usually said to people that 
are believed to damned by God for their bad deeds. 

"MAPH" = May Allah Please Him/Her. Usually said to the good 
IS of the prophet, of the successors of the prophet, 
imesto great scholars after they die. 

= May the Mercy of Allah be Upon Him/Her. Almost 
:he usual “Rest in Peace" but it is more considered like 
5od to have the mercy upon the dead person, Usually 
in speech] the name of the dead person. 


e are my own comments, 
a ns the term is coined by me. 

contains 4 parts, First part is a little preview over the 
irrator of this epical battle. Sheik 'Abdul-Zahra' Al- 
lose famous voice is always in the minds of shiites all 
e world. The second part is a word about the 
of Al-Husayn (or Al-Hussein, or Al-Husain) and what 
;oals and what are the benefits that Islam gained in 
!r such a massacre that reached the grandson of the 
J-Husayn, and his companions. The third part is the 
story itself, and the fourth is the story of the prisoners of 
women and children of Al-Husayn who were captured as 
prisoners and their journey in captivity from Karbala in Iraq to 
Damascus, the capital of the Umayyad state, then back to 
Karbala then backto Medina. 


iy best, and please, if you are able or trying to learn 
in I advise you to read it in Arabic since the literature 
le main factor of the emotional state, especially 
g the poetry that was flowing in the battle fields by 
; of Karbala. 
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Keep a tear in your eye, you will never know when do you need 
it. 

Taher Al-Shemaly (TJ) 

Kuwait 

2007 
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A BIOGRAPHY OF ABDUL-ZAHRA' AL- 
KA'BEE (MMAUH) 


T he evening of the 15th of the month Jamadi-Oolah (5th 
month of Islamic calendar), 1394 A.H. was a painful 
evening in the city of Holy Karbala, in Iraq. At that time, 
the great scholar and preacher and the poet. Sheik 'Abdul- 
Zahni' ben Falah Al-Ka'bee, may Allah accept him in His wide 
mercy and may He make him live in His wide paradise, and may 
He join him with the chosen prophet and the purified imams 
(PUTi. 

The :.5th day of Jamadi-Oolah, 1394 A.H. was a memorable day 
in the holy city of Karbala in Iraq. The crowded people marched 
from every corner to join the funeral of the late along the long 
que from his house in "Hay Al-Husayn" to his grave in Al-Wadi, 
passing by Al-Moghtasal around the camp, (and passing by) the 
purifed Husaynid [C] shrine, and the holy 'Abbasid shrine, and 
some: witnesses said: the procedures of his funeral were similar 
to those of great scholars, like putting his body in AI-'Ammari 
['Ammari: something made of wood and used to put the tomb 
inside it as a sign of respect for the dead and it is used only for 
great scholars and those who are close to that level of wisdom. 
It is £ custom used in Iran and Iraq], and the marches that went 
in frc nt of the funeral. 

And since the late was one of the greatest preachers in Iraq and 
the gulf, and since all the visitors of Al-Husayn (PUH) from all 
arou id the Islamic lands used to listen to his speeches in the 
holy city of Karbala especially when he used to read the first 
part Dfthe epical story at the 10th day of Moharram every year. 
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>ritinuo is> so mi icF that you wouldn't 
cn in th! holy ci ty of Karbala th^t he 


tung preachers iintil they become by 
uiil training and tie pracrtical work ' 
call bac l to Alla 1 1 le Exalted and the 
01 him D help li the continuation of 
Deittim Iraq, rat and the gulf have 
taakcsreof by lim. 

bone, and espec al f to Sadah [Sadah; 
1 A tit e usual y used to denote a 
!t. Howe ver, in liDeiature it is used far 
used n It to Ik in from of a Sayid 


ht 3e, or hi mbie In iis social status, 

ie bane meanin 1 1 lat he was sincere 
e ated 0 imam Al Husayn (PUH). His 
!t! that was he d by the people of 
on of t le 10th day of Moharrarn in 
s E'inoeri ty, althoi ig 1 he was sa tired at 
ay and n^ht in the funerals (of Al- 


lurah (tie lOth pa ro'f Maharram) he 
th e first part of the Husayoid Death in 
ir lala, \ rhich Is don sidered a historical 
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the power of evil 
tame a secondary 
a true expression 
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i on earth, by the 
was in the core of 


ishimite element 
eatable In front of 
evil 


bnijous fight with 
envy of the evil 
when the level of 
aised up by the 
ined the internal 
ter (t was fighting 
evelation of the 
began to fjght by 
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irnent was si" 
rtbat goes su 
fore. The ignf 
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r the message 
spirits, to kn 
^feat so it mil 
! for 13 years 
la on the wa> 
mnation of hi 
a faith, and tl 
Fter. But its 
to bear any 
or even belie 
ement) consic 
ssanger raiset 
esis of Mohai 
ly for one eli 
ran that assi 
all Che people 
be a roercy f* 
ego. 


ocke( 
rprisei 
>rapt I 
iffT the 
! obje; 


iw that 


ht spar 
and no 
of tfe 


mry ■ or 
lus the I 
^rves :ha 
logicil 1 


ered it ( 
hlsgreii 
nmad be 


iment aU 


equa ty 
V all ';hfi 


this message for tlie 
it decided to fight a^ 
; of Allah on eiirtfi hou 


ges that the message 
I resulted froin eaci < 
ding Co the dffereiioe 
s and the number of 


ereloe^ 


the I 
his D 


11Y rad! 

to 
its (th 
: itself I 


le in ' 

filOtCi 

irkiri 
d beii 


|e me 


nessage (of 
iponentfor 
lity blocked 
t fights and 
evaluate it 
w message) 
nany losses 
ling 3 block 
read of the 
id SD it may 
his life and 
incentrated 
; about the 
ig under its 
ssage) since 
with it and 
illah for his 
other. The 


nrtessage is 
Messanger 
!, all of that 


nayyiid element, 
inst the message, 
irer that takes. 


assed through to 
Iter and different 
if its reasons and 
le be lievers that 
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s majoritv wMch m 

lieuer^, althoi^h ia> 


and although the 
immigratiDn, the 
after the opening 
treated them bv ih 
in practice in its iii: 
the umrlds^ and np 
enforce aneelemur 


Here, the umayv0< 
message by wea :ii 
general n^ntal bi\ 
its real powers, sc 
measures which U 
for the message ii 
from the previou!: 
difference in the sr 
opening of Mecca 


Thus, the umayv^fl 


I 


In order to achievi- 
of this message, a'i 
intrigue from the 
reality and then 
their rule during 
their black intend 
again about what 
him, when the falfi 
30 men, and also 
they saw MD'awij| 
dynasty] on his puK 
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the writers of the 
went on working on 
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was not available Ilk 
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acts and sayings of 
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what was going on i 
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until he joined his i 
with for 5 times a d: 
shall be, no by Allah 
apparent reason to 
destroy its original e 
the prophet's Housi 
targeted the good t 
battle of Al-Harrah 
battle of Sadr [the 
disbelievers after orje 
of them, and also s| 
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ran by the 
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Quran e 
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belie in 
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the prophet wh 
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3f the teaching! 
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Hf but express 
le Quran) said { 
t save an inspir 
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led to some pr 
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doom? And what are your days but 
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> when the :aller shall call and say; may 
ah befall u lan the wnor^-doers. Then 
d of the w< rids who judged for our first 
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he prophi^t of the Lord i>f the 


> 2010 ForjUttfl Bo4kt 


WWVf. rni^[itt<Aliii4h4-iir^ 










TliteflTtJe 0(f Ml 


I am the \ai 
nourished bfy 
muslims, and 
oathf and thi 
rights by fbro 
whole of Qoi 
pmphet from 
and the breal 
disbelievers, i 
the tongue of 
the religion o 
and the gard 
sciences (wisd 

Forgiver and 
purified, migli 
hasting, the c 
parties (of th« 

The most br 
strongest will 
grinds them i 
reins are clos 
away like the 
ram of Iraq. 

From Mecca 
immigrant (to 
war he is the 
Al-Hasan and 
Tallb. 




















ittenBQoltMri 


n of Fatima Al-Zal* 
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the djirn cried up >n o 1 earth and the 

' head is presentee on he tops of 

harern are tourec froi i li^q to 


aim, until the pei pie 
I afraid that will leat 
' prayer to tall. Ti Us, 
is Greater], "Ali I en 
llah, vou've tmade gre 
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all testified with t. V 
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'ophet of Allah), h ire 
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